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The Oak Ridge Boys’
Wi illiam Lee Golden captures
nature’s beauty in photographs.

STORY BY BOB PAXMAN
PHOTOS BY WILLIAM LEE GOLDEN
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VILLIAM LEE GOLDEN

Picture Perfect
Photography provided a much more instant gratification,
as William Lee discovered. He could shoot his subjects

and, in relatively little time, post them to his website
photography blog. “I bought a computer strictly to input
my photography.” William Lee says. “I had to have people
help me load them in until I was able to learn all that
myself. | document what each place is and all the events
surrounding that location,”

It’s a passion that he pursues with considerable vigor.

“I know last year when we were out in the West touring, I
would look forward to getting to the new town. I would find
out where the local scenic areas were and go out and shoot
photographs. I would then pick out the photos 1 wanted to
blog for the day and put those on the website” The response
was greater than he ever anticipated. “It was amazing,”
William Lee says in a low-key but obviously pleased tone.
“People would tell us that they couldn’t wait for the next day
or the next show so they could see more photographs.”

A few of William Lee’s favorite scenic spots include the
Garden of the Gods in Colorado Springs, Colo., and, not
surprisingly, Mount Rushmore. “I also liked Deadwood,
South Dakota, where we played last year,” he says. “We
had a couple days off between there and somewhere else
and each day we went to a different place. That is just a
beautiful, historic area.” Lately, William Lee has corralled
a couple of the group’s crew members to share his passion
for all things visual. “They are getting more into photog-
raphy.” he reveals. “It’s great to have them along.”

A Golden Book?
William Lee admits that with his growing number of
photos—more than 40,000, he estimates—the website
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William Lee took this cityscape
photo in Kansas City, Kan.
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William Lee expanded his interest
in photography to help him with his
landscape painting.
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William Lee captured the stunning - The historic town of Dodge City, Kan.,
expanse of the Palace of Versailles ~is one of Willlam Lee's favorite spots.
outside Paris in this photograph.
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William Lee is
the subject of
this photo, taken
at the famed
Miagara Falls.

"Custer State Park was a
place that we visited during
our tour in South Dakota."

WILLIAM LEE GOLDEN CONTINUED

may become a bit jammed and overwhelming for visitors. As
such, he’s contemplating putting together a book of his favorite
photographs that fans can enjoy at their leisure. “I've been going
back through about four or five years of my photography,” he
says. “Most of them are landscapes. But I remember a few from
the coast of Oregon,” he adds with a slight chuckle, “where I ran
into this lady in a wedding dress and she had the guy with her.
I became one of their wedding photographers. They pressed me
| into duty, you might say.”

!'5 The pictures would undoubtedly produce a lovely book, but
for the moment, his website remains the primary viewing point.
“I’ve been playing around with different ways to show them,”
William Lee says. “Maybe I can put my 100 favorites on there
for a while. Or each week, I could show a new location.” The
proposed book project might encompass his photography

from all around the globe. With the Oaks, he’s been able to tour
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William Lee has added this
photo of the Sarasota Yacht
Club in Florida to his collection.

some of the famed cities in Europe and once spent a week in
Paris with his wife, Brenda, and their son, Solomon. “We
went out to Monet’s home and garden and I shot some things
there,” he recalls. “We also went to Versailles, which was mag-
nificent. Another favorite spot was the Virgin Islands. It just
takes me back to see all these beautiful photographs,” William
Lee says. “That is why I've been thinking really hard about a
book project.”

Even at a cursory glance, the sharpness and detail of Wil-
liam Lee’s work would seem the products of a trained profes-
sional. But he reveals that he’s never had a lesson or any sort
of formal classes. “I learned mostly by trial and error,” he
says. “I think it’s all about having an eye for composition.” An
appreciation of natural wonders is also a must. “For me, pho-
tography is really about capturing the beauty of the world we
live in.” William Lee says. “America is such a beautiful country.
This has opened up a whole new window in my life.” CW
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